jon ae 
to f finish year ‘3 


The Madison City Council voted, 
8-4, Tuesday night to give the Civic 
Conti $129,300 to cover a cash short- 
fall, allowing operations for 


the 
d a isextdimely important to the 


ts of the city,” Alderman Jean 
stewaltt 20th D said. “The city 
has poured $10 million into the Civic 
Center. It’s very _ we con- 


tinue to sippert i” 
Would Rave closed 


Had the money not been appropri- 
ated, the Civic Center would have 
been forced to shut down at a highly 
profitable time, and the city would 
have had to refund $353,000 for 23,000 

tickets already sold. 

The appropriation means the Civic 
Center will receive a total 1981 subsidy 
from the city to $513,640. The 1982 sub- 
sidy has been budgeted at $467,930. 

The shortfall resulted from booking 
a few flops early in the year, a dropoff 
in concession and rentals’ and low use 
by private ters. = 

The Civic Center had requested a 
$160,000 to cover the full shortfall, but 
on the motion~of Alderman ~Larry 
Olson, 12th rege ons cae oy ae 
was 

me of 


“What thle rr defer, 


the expenses to January 1982,” Olson 


said. “They can take eet ae 1982 
budget.” 4 

Ralph r, the Civic Center’s 
new director, said he is now working 
on the 1982-83 season will keep 
monthly financial reports to keep 
close track of the theater’s ‘books. 
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Survey support 


Alderman Eve Galanter, 10th Dis- ° 


trict, said responses to a survey in her 
district were four-to-one in’ favor ‘of 


supporting the Civic Center. “Let's © 


maintain the Civic Center,” she said. 
“Let’s not decrease funding for it.” 
But Alderman Phil Blair, 22nd Dis- 


trict, called the Civic Center “a frill. . 


It’s certainly not a necessity of city 
government.” A Michael 
ers, 17th District, said he could not 


29,000 
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City Attorney Henry Gempeler and 
Administration Director Andre Blum 
warned if the appropriation were not 
made, the shortfall would increase be- 
cause of ticket refunds, and the city. 


would be liable for $200,000 in artists’ 


fees for “Annie” and esrb gp ax exes 
fees for the “Nutcracker.” — 

Furthermore, they. net that 
audience loyalty and mwa gore for the 
Civic Center would would 
“jeopardize the city’s a attact 
major bookings from the. atonal 
market.’ 

Blum said the Milwailkee Sy 
phony and a Broadway ek ca 
“Whoopee” were among. the 
losers the Civic Center booked, help- 
ing create a $85,000, loss from. house 
productions. 

Revenues from concessions and 
room rentals were down by $65,000 
from 1980 levels. At the same une, 
only 31 promoter-sponsored perfo! 
ances were booked, compared with 


in 1980, providing: 945,000 tens revenue 


than e 
The shortfall wasitrimmed so 
my ts RO ae 


_ 
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